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I.  GETTING STARTED  

 
Registration  is needed the first time the application is used . The information you provide  during 
the registration is solely to permit you to save and reuse queries . Fill out the registration form and 
click  "register ".  

 

 
 
An email will be sent to your email account to confirm the registration.  
 
Now, log in  using the email address  and password  provided during the registration  and click 
"connect ":  

 

 
 
By default, the  QR website displays the results for each r eport based and ALL the data  available in 
the QR website  (All  reporters, ALL products, ALL measures, ALL WTO provisions, and ALL 
International Commitments , etc. ).  Therefore, if you are not interested in  a particular 
scenario /query , the reports can be consu lted  directly.   
 

 
 
 



 

II.  UNDERSTANDING AND SETTING QUERY PARAMETERS  

 
The queries  can be customized  depending on the information you are looking for . For instance, you 

may be interested in looking for all QRs applied to asbestos, QRs applied by selected Member s, the 
number of QRs applied to beef, etc. Define your  parameters in the  "Query Criteria box" , 
available  from  the top right part of the screen.  
 

 
 

Through  the "Query Criteria box" , the following parameters can be adjusted:  
 

 
 
 

1. Reporting Period, noti fication version and Reporters  
 
It is possible to select the reporting period of the notification s in order to limit the scope of the 

reports , by selecting a reporting period in the dropdown list. You may also decide  to take in 
account all notification re porting periods. This criterion affects the results of all re ports presented 
in this website.  
Another criterion is the "Latest notifications version" , which is meant to have  the latest status of 
notification quantitative restrictions (QRs).  
When ticked , this criterion takes in account the QR s reported in complete notifications, as well as 
the QRs reported in notifications of changes, if any were submitted.  

Inversely, unchecking this criteri on  means the reports  will only take in account the QRs reported  
from complete notifications.  
Please note that this criterion affects only the QR overview reports  and QR metrics reports  
presented in this website.  
Through the application, the term "reporter" means a WTO Member having made a notification  and 
therefore  the  Member imposing  the QR  (except from reverse notifications, in which a Member 

notifies QRs imposed by a third Member) . It is possible to select one reporter or several  by 
checking the box next to the reporter name.  If a particular reporter  is selected and it has not 

notified yet pursuant to the QR Decision , no records  will be displayed  by the  QR website .  
Note that individual EU Members are not listed, as the EU provides one notification covering all  
WTO Members.  



These  criteria are available on the first pa ge of the  "Query Criteria box " .  
 

 
 
2.  Product   
 
There  are two approaches  that could be used to define the  product parameter . Both ways are 
complementary since information can be fo und in one and not in the other . In addition, 
the option utilized  will de termine  the manner in which the application counts the 

" product coverage " of the measure ( number of "chapters, headings and subheadings" )  
in  the "metrics reports" :  
 
(a) Based on standard HS nomenclature . Members report t he products affected by the 
measure based on the HS nomenclature developed by the World Customs Organization .  By 
default, the application will display all available HS codes, in all existing versions of the HS 

nomenclature (HS1992, HS1996, HS2002, HS2007,  and HS2012). The nomenclature is displayed 

in a tree view as shown below:  
 

 
 

The squares next to the code indicate whether the code is still valid in a given version of the 
nomenclature: a "red square" means that the code doe s not exist in the nomenclat ure, whilst a 

"green square" means it is a valid code in the nomenclature.  For instance, the HS code 010110  -  -  
Pure -bred breeding animals  did not exist in HS1992 nor in HS1996, it was created in HS2002 and 

deleted in HS2012.  From the tree view, you can b rowse and select  one HS code or several by  
checking the box next to the  code or it is possible to search by  key word on the standard HS 
description .   



If the latter is chosen,  you can select a match type, and  type the keyword and click on "find" .  
For examp le, you can select "contained in", type "tree" and click on "find", and  the tree will display 
the resul ts containing the keyword:  
 

 
 

You can type a maximum of 5 different words, separated by a comma. Use the option "and" if you 
wish to find all the words together in the HS description. Otherwise, select "or" if you wish to find 

in the HS description one word or the other.  
From the list of displayed HS codes, you can exclude those that are not of your interest, by 
unchecking the box next to the code.  
It is  also possible to select  a particular version of the nomenclature, by  select ing  it  from the drop -
down menu . 

 

 
 

In addition, user defined product groups can be created, updated, and deleted.  
 

 
 

Use " Product Group " function to save your product selection and to use it again.  Here we saved 

Chapter 03 und er the name "Fish03". We select it again, and the saved HS code is ticked in the 
list.  
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(b) Based on reported product description.  Whenever the  tariff classification of the  product is 
unknown, this search is recommended.  I n addition , in  many  cases the product description reported 
by the Member, does not match exactly the standard HS nomenclature text.  For instance, a  

Member can notify  a QR imposed on  "Clenbuterol " , classified in HS2007  subhead ing ex 2922.19, 
for w hich the standard description reads  --  Other ( oxy gen- function amino -compound ) :  

 

 
 

 

By default, the match type is set to "whole word", indicating it will try to search for exact matches. 
You can select  other match types  in the drop down list . Type the desired keyword in the field. Note 
that Members may notify in different languages  (English, French, or Spanish) . Therefore , if you 
look for products notified by a Spanish or French speaking country, your keyword search  should 
be done us ing Spanish or French :  
 

 
 
You can type a maximum of 5 different words, separated by a comma. Use the option "and"  if  you 
wish  to find all the words together in the reported description. Otherwise, select "or" if you wish to 

find in the reported descript ion, one word or  the other. Click  on "find".   

 
 
 

Note that, while some Members provide product codes in HS2012, others may provide HS2002 or HS2007 
codes. Therefore, in order to get a comprehensive result, it is advisable to run the  query using the parameter 
"all nomenclatures" .  

 
Sometimes the HS codes affected by the measure are not notified. In those cases, the application matches 
the reported description with the p ossible HS codes covered by the measure. In such cases, the interpreted 
HS code will appear in the HS tree view in the "Query criteria box" and thus as part of the results of the 
report. However, the report will specify that the HS code is "not available".  In the case of measures applied 
to comply with international commitments such as CITES, Chemical Weapons Convention, Basel Convention, 
among others, for which no HS code is notified, the correlation tables (Interconnection table) elaborated by 

WCO are use d to "interpret"  the HS codes covered by the measure . 
 

The application will display in the tree view all HS codes matching exactly your keyword ( s) . T herefore, 
it is advisable to search plurals also. For instance, if you are looking for measures on "weapo ns", then, 
type in the field, "weapon", "weapons".  



 
3. Measures  
 
In the QR notification, Members must specify the type of measure implemented.  

 
Measures  that Members could  notify, include:  prohibitions (P); prohibitions except under defined 
conditions (CP) ; global quotas (GQ); global quotas allocated by country (GQC); bilateral quotas 
(BQ) non -automatic licensing (NAL); QRs made effective through state - trading operations  (STR); 
mixing regulations (MXR); minimum prices, triggering a quantitative restriction (MPR); voluntary 
export restraint (VER).    The category "Not available" applies to all thos e measures reported, for 
which the type  of measure was not notified . 

 
Select the trade flow: "import" or "export" measures. By default "all flows" are selected.  The  
checkbox "seasonal", if marked , will indicate  the application to display only those measures  for 
which the Member has specified that are "seasonal":  
 

 
 
It is possible to select all, one or several measures by checking the box next to the measure name.  
 
For a brief explanation of the type of measures, consult the " glossary ".  

 
4. Trading partner  affected  
 

From the list of countries, it is possible to select all , one or several countries affected by the 
measure by checking the box next to the country nam e.  When the affected country has not been 
explicitly specified  in the notification , it is understood that the  measure affects all trading partners . 

 

 
 
5. WTO provisions  
 
Members must provide the specific WTO agreement provision that allows them to impose QRs 

under specific conditions. By default, all "WTO justifications " are  selected , but the query  can be 
narrowed by selecting , among the drop down list, a particular WTO Agreement :  
 

 



 
Once the particular WTO Agreement has been selected, a list of the art icle provisions of that 
particular legal text will be displayed. It is possible to select one or  several article provision  of the 
same agreement  by checking the box next to the provision name :  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. International Commitments:   

 
Members may impl ement a QR in order to comply with International Commitments outside of the 
WTO scope  (e.g. Montreal Protocol on Ozone Depleting Substances, CITES, etc.) . In this tab , a list 

of International Commitments will be displayed. It is possible to select one or s everal International 
Commitments by ch ecking the box next to its name:  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Once the desired parameters have been set, the query can be "saved"  and used again through 
the "select saved query"  feature or it can be "executed".   To refine the paramete rs all over 

again , the "reset"  must  be used.  

 
Once the query has been  "executed" the results can be  review ed  using the diff erent 
reports available through the website.  

   
By default, the application will include in the results of the query all measures matching the selected WTO 
provision, plus the measures without a justification provided. If it is desired to exclude fr om the query all 
measures for which a WTO justification has not been provided, then, it is needed to thick the flag "Exclude 
restrictions without justification provided. " 

   
 By default, the application will include in the results of the query all measure s matching the selected 
International Commitments, plus the measures without an International Commitment reported. If it is 
desired to exclude from the query all measures for which an International Commitment has not been 
provided, then, it  is needed to th ick the flag "Exclude restrictions without an International Commitment"  
 



 
The query parameters  can be changed  at any time  after executing  the query. The "Query 
criteria  box " will be available in th e top right part of the screen and the summary of the  selected 
parameters can be displayed by clicking in the link next to the "Query criteria box " (a pop -up 

window will be opened):  
 

 
 

 
 
 
III.  UNDERSTANDING AND U SING  THE RE PORTS  

 
A.  Notification related reports.  

 

 
The source of information  available in the QR web application comes directly from the notifications  
submitted  by WTO Members to comply with their notification commitments pursuant to the QR 
Decision.  
 
If you have no t defined  your query pa rameters in the "Query criteria  box ", y ou can start  your 
search by browsing all the notifications available in the application.  

 

"List of notifications"  can be accessed through the Home page: About QRs notifications - > 
"List of noti fications" , or  from the menu on the left  of the screen :  
 

 



 
 

 
The " list of notifications report "  will provide a summary of all Members having submitted a 

notification on QRs. The summary will provide the following information for  each particular 
notifica tion: r eporter, notification date, notification type, official WTO document symbol  of the 
notification, and reporting period. The li st can be filtered by reporter, and notification type:  

 

 
 
Click  on the document symbol and the application will open the o fficial WTO document circulated in 
DOCSONLINE.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The application provides calculations on the number of notifications on QRs . The report 
"Notification metrics"  can be accessed through the home page or from the menu on the left:  

 
 

 
 

How to read the report?  

 
 
Reporter : Indicates the name of the WTO Member having made a notification.  
 
Notification  date : It is not the date of the WTO document symbol. It refers to t he date on which the 
Member prepared its notification. It is specified in item B of the QR notification format.  
 
Notification type:  Indicates the type of notification. Members submit three different types of 
notifications, " complete ", which are notified e ach two years (biennial) and contain the list of QRs in 
force; " changes ", which are notifications  of modifications  to the list of QRs already notified ; and 
" reverse ", which are notifications made by a Member, on measures applied by a third Member.  
 
QR sect ion:  This column indicates if the notification contains information on both sections of the QR 
notification format. A QR notification is composed of 2 parts. Section 1  is the list of all QRs in force and 
Section 2  is the cross - reference to other WTO notif ications (for instance notification to the Import 
Licensing Committee) with information of quantitative restrictions that are currently in force.  
 
Document symbol:  Indicates the symbol of the WTO document where the notification was circulated.  
 
Reporting p eriod:  The commitment for Members to submit a QR notification is biennial. The first 
commitment to notify comprises the period 201 -2014. Next biennial period will  be 2014 -2016 .  



The report  provides a  counting  on  the number of notifications received, the number of Members 
having notified , the number of notifications by type, and number of notifications with QRs in 
section 1 and  section 2 :  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
All query results  can be printed or downloaded in the following formats: XLS, pdf, XML.  
 
 

B.  QR related reports  
 
All QR related reports can be accessed through the Home page or from the menu on the left  side 
of the screen . 
 
If you have not refined your query parameters in the  "Query criteria  box " , y ou can start  your 
search by browsing the QRs  reports available in the application.  

 
Seven  different reports  are proposed:  
 
1) QRs pro duct  overview :  the results are  displayed, organized by the "reported HS code". 

Through this overv iew it is possible to see the following information: HS code, description, 
reporter , notification date  and type of restriction.  

 
2) QRs  reporter overview :  the results are  displayed, organized by "reporter ". Through this 
overview it is possible to see the following information: reporter, notification date, HS code, 
reported description, and type of restriction.  
 
3) QRs  by affected trading partner:  the results are  displayed, organized by " affected trading 
partner  ". Through this overview it is possible to se e the following information: affected trading 

partner , reporter, notification date , and type of restriction.  
 
4) QRs  by WTO justification : the results are  displayed, organized by " WTO justification  ". 
Through this overview it is possible to see the followi ng information: WTO justification , reporter, 
notification date , and type of restriction.  
 

5) QRs by International  Commitments:  the results are  displayed, organized by " Other 

International Commitments  ". Through this overview is possible to see the followin g information: 
Other International Commitments, reporter, notification date , and type of restriction.  

   
 How to read the report?  
 
Each row displays the total per year of the numb er of reporters and notifications (total and split by type of 
notification); and the number of notifications which contain information in section 1 and section 2.  
 
In the screenshot example, you can see that in 2013, six notifications were  received from s ix  different 
Members. Four of those six notifications were "complete" notifications, whilst two of them related to 
"changes". Out of the six notifications, five of them contained information on section 1, whilst 3 of them 
contained information in section 2 . 
 
The last row displays the addition of  all the years. In the screenshot example, you can see that so far, 18 
Members have notified and thus 18 notifications have been received; 16 out 18 are "complete" 
notifications, whilst two of the are notifications o f "changes" ; and 16 notifications contain information on 
section 1, whilst nine notifications contain information in section 2.  
  



 
6) QRs measure overview :  the results are  displayed, organized by "type of measure  ". Through 
this overview is possible to see the following information: type of restriction, general description of 
the measure, reporters, notification date , effective start date, reported HS code, reported 

description.  
 
7) QR status report :  displays the life cycle of the measures (new measure, elimination of the 
measure)  
 
Use the filters  available in the reports to further filter among the parameters you selected in the 
query criteria  box . Note that they will only  work if you have made  a selection in the "Query 

criteria box".   
 
All the QR reports have a link to their equival ent "QR metrics report" .  
 

 
 
Note that one row equals one QR and thus one QR   could     contain            several products, 2 or 
more different types of measures, WTO justification s or International Commitments.  
 
Use the help icon s  that explain some of the elements of the report!     

 
 

The application provides calculations on QRs. The report " QR metrics"  can be accessed through 
the home page or from the menu on the left:  
 

 
 
 
The reports count the number of QRs  notified for the selected param eters in  the "Q uery 

criteria box ".  

 
 



 
 
Depending on the dimension of your query, it is advisable to use one report or the other . The first 
section will always indicate the number of QRs for your selected parameters. The difference 

within the reports relies in the filter on the top of the report  that allows you to further filter 
the results of your selected criteria in the "Query box" and thus obtain the counts for that 
subcategory of your parameters.  
 
For instance, the layout of the QR metrics by - products  report provides the following 
information :  
 

 
 

 
The filter "select a product"  will further narrow  your product selection and display the subtotals 
accordingly.  Rember that the filter will display only res ults of your selection in the " Query criteria 
box".  Followin g this example, you can see that if you want to further refine query parameters 
based on "reporters", "trading partners", "WTO justification", "International Commitment", or 
"measure", then you will have to use the respective QR metric report.  
 

 
All query results can be printed or downloaded in the following formats: XLS, pdf, XML.  
 
If query parameters are not refined, the reports display the results based on ALL the 
data available in the application. If you have already selected your parameters in the 
"Que ry criteria" box, the results of the query will be available through all the QR related 

reports.  

 
 
 




